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Name of organization: The Human Family Inc.
City: Fargo
State: ND
Programming starts: July 27, 2022
Programming ends: November 6, 2022
Accessibility funds requested: 300

Organization summary
The mission of The Human Family is to celebrate and amplify the courageous voices of filmmakers and artists, bringing awareness to human rights, civil rights, or social justice issues. The Human Family believes that engagement with difficult conversations through film and art cultivates learning and compassion, amplifies the voice of underrepresented artists, and promotes diversity. The Human Family encourages community change through empathy, understanding, and perspective-shifting.
The Human Family facilitates the North Dakota Human Rights Film and Arts Festivals, the Fargo-Moorhead LGBT Film Festival, and, the North Dakota Environmental Rights Film Festival. Most programming is offered state-wide to rural and urban communities throughout North Dakota.
Project summary
The Human Family is partnering with The Aunties Dandelion, a media arts organization and transformative space informed by traditional Onkwehon:we teachings, and The Black Speculative Arts Movement Canada, a cultural arts organization dedicated to broadening outlets of representation that push imaginative boundaries for artists of the Afrodisporia, to develop a collaborative art project, panel discussion and film screening that will explore the themes of naming, identity, language, healing, and ceremony in our communities. The goal of the program is to revitalize community through stories of land, language, and relationships.
The project has three parts: 
First, from July-October, 2022, as part of the North Dakota Human Rights Arts Festival, this program will see embroidery and beading kits travel throughout North Dakota to Minot at the Taube Museum of Art, Williston at the James Memorial Arts Center, and Jamestown at the Arts Center, for participants to create collaborative pieces from the screengrabs of two short films: VeRONAKa and Rahyne. Participants will be invited to follow video instructions to create their own embroidery kit using free materials. These individual embroideries, created by individuals throughout the state, will be assembled into a single art piece that will be unveiled in November in Fargo. VeRONAKa is a 10-minute short narrative film about the true story of clan mothers giving COVID-19 a Mohawk name so that the community would be able to respect the illness, understand why it exists, and then invite it to leave. Rahyne is an 11-minute short animated film that follows a young Afro-Indigenous (Bajan and Mohawk), non-binary youth who turns to the water to guide them through the turmoil highlighted by the pandemic, political unrest, and trauma experienced by Black and Indigenous peoples.
Second, in November a panel discussion will take place as part of the North Dakota Human Rights Film Festival in Fargo to explore themes of African diasporic and Indigenous relationships. Specifically, the following themes will be explored: the importance of civil rights, ancestry and legacy, naming, identity, language, healing, ceremony, and taking care of the environment. This panel discussion will be an in-person event and will also be streamed live online and recorded and archived for viewing after the event. All three working artists will be a part of this discussion. The Human Family Board Chair and Two-Spirit Indigenous artist Anna Johnson will moderate the discussion.
Third, culminating the program, the films VeRONKa and Rahyne will be screened as part of the festival and followed by a filmmaker Q&A. The Q&A will be an in-person event and will be streamed live online and recorded and archived for viewing after the event. At this event, the completed embroidered art piece, made by the hands of individuals from throughout North Dakota, will also be unveiled and put on display at the Indigenous Association in Fargo. The completed piece will also tour the state of North Dakota as part of the 2023 North Dakota Human Rights Arts Festival.

The North Dakota Human Rights Arts Festival travels throughout the state of North Dakota to share artists’ perspectives on important human rights, civil rights, and social justice-based issues. This is the sixth year of the festival, and audiences in communities in both the western and eastern parts of the state are aware of the exhibition and attend the events and receptions that are scheduled. 
When the embroidery project is announced, intentional communication to underrepresented or marginalized communities will be made to encourage their engagement with the creation of the embroidered work. Examples of partnerships that exist as part of the festival are with the Indigenous Association and Sacred Pipe Resource Center. 
Additionally, both the North Dakota Human Rights Arts Festival and the North Dakota Human Rights Film Festival are free to attend. There will be no cost for audience members to either participate in the embroidery work or to engage in the panel discussion or film screening. Recognizing that the economic disparities resulting from privilege are a barrier to engagement, The Human Family has completely removed financial barriers to engage with much of our programming. As a result, access to most film screenings, community discussions, and educational workshops is free and accessible to all. Providing improved access to cultural programs for all ethnicities, rural populations, and low- and moderate-income families is vital to developing well-rounded communities.
Artist summary
The Human Family is partnering with two organizations based in Canada: The Aunties Dandelion, an Indigenous media arts organization and transformative space informed by traditional Onkwehon:we teachings; and The Black Speculative Arts Movement Canada, a cultural arts organization dedicated to broadening outlets of representation that push imaginative boundaries for artists of the Afrodisporia. Our partnership will develop a multi-community collaborative art project, panel discussion and film screening that will explore the themes of naming, identity, language, healing, and ceremony in our communities. The goal of the program is to revitalize community through stories of land, language, and relationships.
From the Aunties Dandelion: Kahstoserakwathe Paulette Moore. Kahstoserakwathe Paulette Moore is an independent filmmaker, lecturer, artist, and educator. Moore is Kanyen'kehà:ka (Mohawk) and an enrolled member of the Six Nations of the Grand River territory where she is based. Moore spent two decades based in Washington DC working as a director, producer, and writer with Discovery Channel, National Geographic, PBS, ABC, and other media outlets.
From the Black Speculative Arts Movement: Queen Kukoyi (she/her/they/them) is a Black, Queer, gender-fluid femme presenting, mother, activist, curator, award-winning international artist, and co-lead of BSAM Canada. As a creative, her work explores spoken concepts surrounding the Afrofuturistic meditative space. Queen’s art is a meta-analytical convergence of meditation, music, art, and noetic sciences through spoken word poetry, digital collage, animations, and installation work as performed and lived through intersectional Blackness. Queen’s practice is deeply informed by 20 years of community work combating structural violence against Black and Indigenous youth through youth service resources, arts education programs in schools, community centers, and justice advocacy; and, Nicole “Nico” Taylor (She/Her) is a performance and digital artist and scholar of Afro-Caribbean descent with an MA in Media Studies from Concordia University. Nico’s work dissects social constructions surrounding race and representation and highlights Black bodies using cosplay, storytelling, and graphic design using a feminist and decolonial lens. Nico is also one of the leaders of BSAM Canada, contributing to the development of artistic works that have been featured and presented in BlogTO, CTV News, CP24, Luminato Festival’s New Monuments, and ArtworxTO: Toronto's Year of Public Art 2021- 2022.
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