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Name of organization: Hancock County Performing Arts Center
City: Findlay
State: OH
Programming starts: July 21, 2022
Programming ends: July 21, 2022
Accessibility funds requested: 0
Organization summary
With a mission of enriching the community through the arts, culture and entertainment, MCPA has been the cultural center of Findlay since it opened its doors as a performing arts center in 2015.  
The organization hosts over 300 events each year including everything from rock concerts and Broadway shows to graduation ceremonies and weddings, along with a full slate arts education programs, workshops and camps that reach more than 10,000 students and adults each season; providing essential space and services to local arts groups; and partnering with other community non-profits, agencies and educational institutions.
Project summary
MCPA will host two events with Ms. Sheth, both of which are free and open to the public. First is a "brown bag lunch" for families at noon on July 21 in the Waterfall Pavilion at Riverside Park. The entire community is invited and free copies of Ms. Sheth's books will be given to the children. Ms. Sheth will read her books and talk to the attendees about the themes they address including belonging, inclusion, individuality and embracing diversity.
The second event, held at 7pm on the same date, is a "fireside chat" for adults held at MCPA. The author will be joined by Dr. Naveet Patti, a local physician who specializes child psychiatry. This evening event will focus on how families can support children struggling with acceptance and bullying. Any remaining copies of Ms. Sheth's books will be given out as well.
MCPA is working with the Diversity, Equity & Inclusion divisions or initiatives at local companies, including Blanchard Valley Health System, Marathon Petroleum and Goodyear Tire to ensure their team members are aware of these events. Findlay and the surrounding area is also home to 18 Japanese-based companies and over 250 members of the community hail from Japan. MCPA is partnering with Friends of Findlay, an organization that represents 14 of those companies, to welcome those community members. 
In addition to sharing via general marketing and social media, MCPA will also reach out to the community's social service organization to encourage participation by their clients.
Artist summary
Sheetal Sheth is an award-winning actress, author, producer, and activist. In addition to staring in over 20 feature films and appearing on many popular TV shows, Ms. Sheth's first children’s book, Always Anjali, was published in May 2018 to wide acclaim and popularity. The follow up, Bravo Anjali!, was published in September 2021. It was the #1 release on Amazon in two categories. Her latest book, Making Happy, is set to publish in Fall, 2022. A dedicated activist, she’s served in AmeriCorps, BBBS of LA, is currently on the advisory board of Equality Now and serves as an ambassador for The Representation Project. In 2021, she formalized her work in getting books to underserved kids with 1001 Diverse Books, a 501c3. She also regularly speaks on panels and forums internationally and delivers keynotes/talks at festivals and charity galas.
MCPA is partnering with Ms. Sheth because her books focus on diversity and inclusion, which was identified as a focus in Hancock County's recent community needs assessment.
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